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               Wow! What a summer! The summer program to Teach, 
               Train, and RELEASE Native youth into service for the Kingdom 
                was a tremendous success.  Representatives from IMNA, along
                with 6 Navajo teens traveled the country for six weeks, sharing
                �W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�L�H�V���R�I���O�L�I�H�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V����
                and participating in daily Bible teachings. Before parting ways,
                the IMNA leaders and the youth had covered twelve states and
                over 8,000 miles together. 
                 According to IMNA President, Johnny Hughes, this was
                 the most rewarding and most Kingdom impacting project to
                 �G�D�W�H�����³�:�H���V�D�Z���*�R�G���P�R�Y�H���L�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�V�H���\�R�X�Q�J���O�L�Y�H�V�����D�Q�G
                 the spiritual maturity that developed over this six week period 
                 �Z�D�V���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�O���´���V�W�D�W�H�G���+�X�J�K�H�V�������(�D�F�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���D
                 written testimony and shared with various church congregations
                 across the country. God began to speak through their stories and
                 experiences, and touch the hearts of those listening. Each story
                 was unique, but quite similar. The overwhelming evidence of a 
life that was filled with hopelessness and fear was evident in each testimony. One individual was being so tormented by 
the enemy, that just days before IMNA arrived to meet them, this individual attempted suicide by hanging.  
 The spirit of suicide is extremely prominent among the Native American people, and the deaths by suicide go 
far beyond the U. S. national average. Each of the youth that traveled with us this summer, have either attempted, or at 
least considered suicide at least once. From the youngest, 13, to the oldest, 19, they expressed how they had tried every-
thing the world could offer them to try to ease the emptiness and pain inside: the drugs, the alcohol and the cutting. 
However, they have found the answer, the saving grace of Jesus Christ!  These young people have been a part of the 
summer camp with IMNA for the last few years, and many of them came to know Christ through camp or one of 
�,�0�1�$�¶�V���\�R�X�W�K���U�D�O�O�L�H�V�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�H�H�G�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���V�R�Z�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�J�L�Q���W�R���W�D�N�H���U�R�R�W���D�Q�G���J�U�R�Z���� 
 The RELEASE program took them to a new level in their walk with the Lord. By the end of the six weeks, God 
had begun to clarify and define the call on each of their lives. From preaching, to a gift of intercession, to the desire to 
be a youth pastor, or the urgency just to share the Gospel through one-on-one evangelism, these youth are fired up  
and ready to take on the WORLD!  
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        From L-R: 

Johnny Hughes, Jessie Payne, 
Bridgitt Johnson, Lindsey Slaughter, 

Shanel Tsosie, Elizabeth Hughes, 
Uriah Thomas, Briana Jacobs, 
 Robin Thompson, Doug Payne,  

Roman Thomas and Laura Payne.   

 

 Other members not pictured were: 
Jeff and Peggy Harmann,  

Christopher Hughes 
 Shawn Richardson. 


