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Christmas: A Time of Joy

here was no shortage of mi

istry opportunities during th¢s

Christmas outreaches for t
staff and volunteers of Indian Ministries §
North America. From giving a simple meg
to the elderly, to singing carols and givi
toys to a longing child, volunteers from
various Christian denominations came
from Mississippi, Alabama, Maryland,
Tennessee, Texas, Georgia and North
Carolina to help.

The first event
Grace Point Ministry Center in Hammonlk=
Oklahoma on Friday evening. Families  Johnny Hughes, IMNA President is greeted by an excited
came to worship services and heardthe 9roup of children at the HU

nt er

ministry of Rev. Cecil and Dawn Deel of Cleveland, Tennessee. A meal was served

after

the Saturday morning service, prior to a distribution of toys and clothing to the familjes.
The kids were excited to get their new gifts while the adults sorted through clothingjand

were able to leave with a lot of much needed items for their family. A Sunday after
worship service concluded the weekend event.

on

The group then traveled on to Gallup, New Mexico to the Navajo Reservation] This

is the annual Christmas celebration where IMNA partners with the Southwest India
istries to supply toys, clothing and other household items for the families. There wa
of work to be done. First unloading the tradt@iler packed full of supplies to be distrik
uted. Several thousand dollars worth of toys had to be purchased at the lotéhMVal

with funds from supporting partners of IMNA. These were  (continued on page 2)

Left: A young
Navajo girl receives
a hug from IMNA &
volunteer, Pat
McCoy, Knoxville,
Tennessee.
Right: Excited kids
anxiously await thei
gifts from volunteer,
Tim Stewart, Carter
ville, Georgia.
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sorted by age and arranged for distribution. The climax of the week was on Saturday,

December 13, where nearly 1000 people were served at a banquet hosted by SWIM and ot

area churches. The pastors and evangelists were honored and presented an assortmer
and financial blessings. IMNA volunteers prepared 80 gift bags for the pastors and their
lies. First aid/health supply boxes were also given to each. More than 425 children were

t of
fam
the

blessed with Christmas gifts of toys, snacks and other personal necessities. Members of the

Navajo, Hualapai and Apache tribes were represented at the banquet.

On Friday night a youth rally was held in the capital city of the Navajo Nation, Win
Rock, Arizona, at the local Church of God. Approximately 125 people attended the even
St ephen AThe Burnino Bush mi ni stered an
Mikeless and his DJ, Twdone, a Navajo Christian rap artist. The evening continued with
Paradigm leading praise and worship followed by the evening speaker Mark Casto. A p(
word from God was given by this young minister from the T. L. Lowery Global Foundatid
Cleveland, Tennessee. Several people responded to the call of God and went forward f
and ministry.

Earlier in the week, IMNA volunteers were blessed when they were asked to help
home meal s from the St. Mi chael 6s Seni o
to go to about 20 different homes and deliver meals as well as praying and ministering t
residents. There were 150 health care kits that were dropped off at the Senior Center as
blankets and general household supplies. After their hard work, the group was invited tg
the Chapter House and sang Christmas carols with the people there.

We were al so fortunate to serve the
105 goodie bags filled with candy, school supplies, socks, a stuffed toy and more. The s
were extremely excited to see the return of IMNA Director Johnny Hughes and The Buri
Bush at the giveaway. The true story of Christmas was shared with the students and ea
received a special hug from many of the volunteers.

The week was filled with a lot of work, but the genuine smiles and hugs from the k
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and adults, made it all worthwhile. Thanks to everyone who donated, volunteered and praye

for these holiday outreaches. It was our working together that made a world of differenc
many children and families. They were blessed with new toys for Christmas, a coat or b
to stay warm, and the assurance that someone truly cares and loves them.

Above: Johnny Hughes and volunteerd
pray with a Navajo youth at the rally inj
Window Rock, Arizona.

Right: As worship was released, God
moved in the lives of many during
prayer time.

Above: Mark Casto ministers to one
of many who came forward for prayer,

runner for Christ. His emphasis was
living a life that is sold out to Jesus.

following his message on being a forg-
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