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A nother year has come, and with it a great anticipation and expectation of a move of God, demonstrat-
ing His power, sovereignty, grace and mercy. As 2010 rolls in, I reflect back on what has been accom-
plished this past year for the Kingdom of God. As I started the year casting a vision to our partners, my fa-
ther passed the torch (arrow) to me, and commissioned me to continue on with his vision of carrying the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to our Native American brothers and sisters. This past year God continued to stretch 
us even more, as He continued turning the heart of IMNA to the Native youth.  
 In 2009, the vision became much clearer as we launched out with the summer RELEASE program. 
A group of volunteers took on the task of teaching, training and preparing 6 Navajo teens for release into 
their call of ministry. After 6 weeks of traveling over 12,000 miles, we saw astonishing spiritual growth in 
each of the teens. They were finding themselves and also realizing the call that God was placing in their 
heart. As they came together in unity and lifted up the name of Jesus, we saw other youth being drawn to 
them and the question being asked, “can we get involved in this next year?” Well, without doubt, this sum-
mer is going to be amazing, as IMNA once again is planning another phase of RELEASE. Already teens 
and young adults, from various tribes, are asking to participate in the program this year. We are expecting 
to possibly double the number of participants this year. God is building an army and preparing them to lead 
a “Revolution for Jesus Christ.”  
 We closed out 2009 with a winter retreat that was sparked by the fire of RELEASE 2009. God 
promised that He was going to repeat an outpouring of His spirit on a new generation, and He did just that. 
We met at the Church of the Lamb, in the Cherokee Snowbird community in Robbinsville, North Carolina, 
and there experienced a move of God that many had never seen. We were in worship over 48 hours in 5 
days, with many services lasting over 6 hours each. We were truly AWAKENED  to a call from God that 
“time is short and we must be about our Father’s business!”  We have received reports of how God is 
impacting entire congregations as these youth returned to their home churches. On fire, unashamed, and 
boldly declaring the Lordship and Power of Jesus Christ.    

THIS WATER IS COLD! 
Shanel Tsosie (right) and  
Felisa (left) are baptized 
by Johnny Hughes during 
the December AWAKEN 
Retreat in Robbinsville, 
NC. Six young people 

were baptized in the cold 
waters of the Snowbird 
Creek. David Wilson of  

Albany, GA, also assisted 
with the baptismal service.  



You've often heard it said that those who minister get blessed as much, if not more than, those to whom they minister.  But, 
it still never ceases to amaze me.  I came into this winter season already exhausted, having just been through a difficult five
-month trial.  I don't doubt that the Native American teens who joined us in our home for Christmas may have thought 
"And these are the leaders we remember from this summer.  The ones we are supposed to look up to and emulate?".  The 
battle had been long and we were the definition of battle weary.  The Christmas holiday found me scrambling to keep my 
head above water and all the family and ministry obligations met.  I was rolling into the scheduled after-Christmas retreat 
in Robbinsville, praying for a time just to soak in the Lord's presence and recharge.  Of course, the call two weeks before 
the retreat that they needed me to actually have a role in making the retreat function was met with the silent prayer "Oh 
God, how am I going to be able to do this".  But, let me tell you, it had little to do with me and all to do with Him.  In my 
weakness, He was made strong.  When all I could do was pray, that was just what He required.  The teens and young adults 
at the retreat met with a mighty and powerful God with numerous teens being filled with the Holy Spirit and I was no  
exception.  The deep thirst in my soul was met with His thirst-quenching presence.  But one great thing about a taste of 
God, is that its sweetness leaves you thirsty for more.  I am more refreshed and ready for more of God than I've been in a 
long time.  The teens and young adults that attended?.....you could see them bloom and mature right before your eyes.   
Awesome!  We all left there reluctantly, but at the same time, prepared to face the battles that awaited each of us back 
home.   I have already begun to hear reports of breakthroughs and answered prayer as a direct result of that time with the 
Lord.  Are you feeling the call to serve?  Do it! 

...from the heart        by: Laura Payne 
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At far right, Jessica is baptized in the Snowbird Creek at the 
December AWAKEN winter retreat. She was one of five teens 
from the Navajo Nation to accompany IMNA team members 
back to the Southeast for the Christmas season. The Castillo 
family attend the Thoreau Church of God in Thoreau, NM, 
where pastors Ray and Florence Barker have been faithfully 
serving the Navajo people for over 39 years. 



 

     The first stop for the IMNA Christmas caravan was to Hammon, Oklahoma for the annual celebration at 
IMNA’s Grace Point Ministry Center. Approximately 75 people turned out for the celebration on Saturday. We 
started with a luncheon prepared by the IMNA volunteers and then proceeded to a worship service led by IMNA 
President, Johnny Hughes. The congregation started out by singing Christmas carols followed by the Christmas 
story read by Mia Martinez. Angela and Caleb Ruiz led worship and a testimony to God’s grace and mercy was 
given by Rita Faye Kelly. Several came for prayer following the service and a special time of prayer was led by 
Johnny for the youth of Hammon. 
      Distribution of toys, clothing and household items followed.  We would like to thank Moore Trucking out of 
Knoxville, TN                                and our very special driver, Charles, for supplying the 18 wheeler and transport 
      for the Oklahoma outreach. They also blessed 
     IMNA by delivering on to the New Mexico 
     Celebration in Gallup. 
         IMNA continues to build our relation- 
     ships with the Hammon community. We 
     are honored to be working with local   
     churches, businesses, schools and most     
     of all our NEIGHBORS. Thank you      
     Hammon for allowing IMNA to be a      
     part of your community. Together we     
     see the Kingdom of God grow. 

Takin’ it to the Streets of Gallup   
IMNA joined with Elston and Renee Bingham, formerly of 
Blairsville, GA. Those who have fallen on hard times and 
found themselves without a home are the ones God has 
called the Bingham’s to reach out to. Along with other local 
volunteers, IMNA was privileged to help with the weekly 
outreach in downtown Gallup, NM. Boots, blankets, socks, 
sandwiches and personal hygiene kits were given out to 
those who gathered on the street corner. We had an unique 
opportunity to pray and witness to several that morning. 



I t is extremely hard to put into words something so indescribable, but here's my attempt to tell how I personally saw 
God move throughout the month of December through IMNA. It's been an adventure the past few weeks to say the 
least, and it’s been intense. From praying with teens who received victory over an unbelievable hurting past, to visiting                         
and praying with homeless men and women living on the streets outside Gallup, to feeling little arms wrapped around 
me so tightly at Grace Point, in Hammon, OK., that I could hardly breathe, it's been intense.  
 It all started for me with a whirlwind outreach at Grace Point in Hammon, OK, where we unloaded clothes, 
mattresses, toys, furniture and more from the tractor trailer for the people in need. It's always amazing to me just to see 
the excitement in the kids' eyes over a simple toy with an almost surprised look on some of their faces. It’s like they 
can't believe someone is just giving something to them. One of the things I will never forget there was a little girl who 
went off from where we were playing and sat alone looking at me with tearful eyes. I went over to her and started talk-
ing a little bit. Suddenly she jumped out of the chair and wrapped her arms around me so tightly and I held her for about 
15 minutes. That really got to me, and I was able to whisper in her ear how much Jesus loved her, and that He is always 
with her. I wonder what hurt so bad in her heart that prompted her to wrap her arms around a stranger.  
 Getting ready for the outreach in New Mexico involved another long string of days working to unload the trac-
tor trailers in the freezing wind and snow. Then, the items had to be sorted and prepared for distribution. It was a lot of 
work, but we were able to have fun too. The best thing for me was getting to see and spend time with the people I know 
and love, from that area. Another cool thing was being able to be a part of street outreach and evangelism to a group of 
homeless men and women. I was able to pray with an older man, who not only gave his life to Jesus as he cried and his 
tears fell onto my sleeve as he held my hand, but it was also incredible to help lead him in a prayer as he asked Jesus to 
deliver him from alcoholism. His first words after we prayed together was, “I see clearly now. I see clearly. Thank 
you Jesus!!” It was amazing.  
 Lastly, the winter Awaken retreat at Robbinsville was just unbelievable. We had 24 young people and every one 
of them left changed and closer to God. It wasn't us just saying that..... this was by their own mouths. I don't really know 
how to explain how these young people came together and prayed so fervently for one another to receive an incredible 
touch from God. I wish I could tell you how amazing it was to see how they prayed with their friends and helped them 
leave incredible pain and hurt at the foot of the cross. It is life-changing to see God move right in front of you and see 
people's lives are changed before your very eyes. I can't really explain how it felt to experience and be there with teen-
agers who were pouring out their hearts to God – who were really seeking Him with all their hearts. If only more of us 
would allow God to use us to intercede and pray for others like that and just let down walls of pride, protection and fear. 
It was incredible. We saw God move in amazing ways and lives were changed. These young prayer warriors of God 
were diligent in pursuing a real move of God as we spent time in the services for hours worshiping, praying, hearing the 
word and listening to testimonies. I believe they left camp ready to bring to life Acts 17:6 to their own homes and com-
munities - “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”                                        
          CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Reflections - continued     

 

I saw something so real last month and it still makes me think about all that happened. God didn't call us to lead a  
boring, dead spiritual life. Traditional churches with two points and a poem aren't giving people a real idea of God,  yet 
we wonder why our young people are addicted to drugs or joining gangs or looking for some kind of happiness and  
belonging in all kinds of areas of their lives. We were a part of something so real though last month and it stays in my 
heart. It keeps me praying for these kids. It keeps me seeking more. We saw firsthand real lives receiving real changes 
and real touches from a real God and it was undeniable. Most people today are hungry for something meaningful and 
something real and today's young adults are not easily fooled. They know when they see hypocrisy or deadness around 
them – I think many know that there is something more and they are seeking it. In these last days, the entire world is  
looking for something  more. Let us show them the amazing love of Jesus Christ and the awesome excitement of a  
surrendered life in Him. Let us surrender ourselves to Him so He can reach others through us even if it is outside our  
comfort zone. Let us break out of the selfish mindset that says someone else do it....someone else can reach out because 
we are too busy, too tired, too old, too young or it's just too hard. It is our responsibility to love, to care, to have 
compassion. Let's ask God to ….....“Show me how to love the way that you have loved me. Break my heart for what breaks 
yours. Everything I am for your kingdom's cause, as I go from nothing to eternity.” Hosanna, Hillsong United 
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Hunter’s Point Sings carols for us 

    IMNA once again partnered with the Southwest Indian Ministries to bless children 
and families with a wonderful Christmas. We started by conducting a youth service at 
Chinle, AZ., and then the annual Friday youth rally. This year it was held at the 
Manuelito Church of God, where Clayton Williams serves as pastor. Between these two 
youth events, we saw 4 young people accept Christ and several others restored. On Sat-
urday, the annual SWIM Christmas banquet was held and about 1300 people came out 
for worship, lunch and gifts. IMNA volunteers helped serve lunch and then on to the 
toys we went. We gave out gift bags to nearly 400 children that day, as well as loads of 
             clothing and household items. We were blessed this year 
                                                 to partner with Crane Transport, Gainesville, GA, owner 
              Danny Crane, and also with Moore Trucking, Knoxville, 
             TN. They hauled the supplies that we 
             were able to deliver to the Hunter’s Point 
                                                  Boarding School, St. Michael’s Senior 
                                                  Center, homeless ministry and other area 
                                                  locations.  

A Special “Thank You” to all 
who gave of their time, talent, 
goods, finances and prayers in 
2009 to further the Kingdom 
of God. You have made a difference 
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Feb. 26-28       Youth Lock-in, Robbinsville, NC 
April 9-10          Kindred Spirits Youth, Blairsville, GA 
April 16-17        NativeFest, Youth Conf., Manuelito, NM 
May 31-June 4   SWIM Campmeeting 
June 6                 RELEASE begins 
June 10-12        AWAKEN 2010 Robbinsville, NC 
June 28 - July 3  Warrior Leadership Summit, Missouri 
July 4-9               Bible School, Grace Point 
July 12-16           SWIM  Teen Camp, Manuelito, NM 
Dec. 3-4              Grace Point Christmas, Hammon, OK 
Dec. 5-11             SWIM Christmas, Manueltio, NM 

 
 

If you are interested in participating with an IMNA mission project, or  
would like to have a representative share with your church or  
organization, contact our office at the information listed below.  

Indian Ministries of North America, Inc.Indian Ministries of North America, Inc.  
P.O. Box 3472P.O. Box 3472  

Cleveland, Tennessee  37320Cleveland, Tennessee  37320  
(423) 479(423) 479--3831             13831             1--877877--664664--IMNAIMNA   

www.indianministries.orgwww.indianministries.org    
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It is time. It is Time. It is Time!  
for all to experience JESUS CHRIJESUS CHRISTST!! 

GET READY YOUNG PEOPLE 
IT’S TIME FOR A  


